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Installation Procedure

Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Cement Boards are designed to be 
simple and fast to install. Knauf Technical Services are on hand 
should you have any questions or unusual situations to deal with.

Preparation
1 Use a knife to score the Knauf Aquapanel Exterior on 
one side so that the mesh is cut. Snap the scored edge 
and cut through the mesh on the rear side.

For sharp-edged cuts, for example exterior edges, use 
a hand-held circular saw with a dust extractor or a 
pendulum jigsaw. To make cut-outs for wiring and pipes, 
use a jigsaw or keyhole saw. 

The diameter of the opening should be approximately 
10mm greater than the diameter of the pipe. The 
remaining gap can be closed with a suitable sealant or 
sealing strip.

Knauf Aquapanel Exterior can be curved to a radius 
of 3 metres with a full board or to a 1 metre radius 
having cut the board into 300mm strips. Bend the Knauf 
Aquapanel Exterior panel prior to installation. The fine 
cracks that occur on the board surface will not cause any 
loss of performance to the final system when finished to a 
basecoat level.

Fixing Board
2 Apply Knauf Aquapanel Exterior horizontally to 
members at maximum 600mm centres. Ensure there is a 
gap of 3–5mm between the boards and that the members 
are central behind both boards.

When fitting Knauf Aquapanel Exterior, ensure that the 
vertical joints are centrally aligned to the board below.

When fitting Knauf Aquapanel Exterior around windows 
and doors ensure that no vertical joints coincide at 
window and door corners as this may allow  
moisture ingress.

Use Knauf Aquapanel Maxi Screws to fix the boards to 
metal members. 

Use Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Stainless Steel Screws to 
fix the boards to the timber members.

Screws should be at least 15mm in from the edge of 
the Knauf Aquapanel Exterior and spaced at maximum 
250mm centres.

Screws should not be over tightened.

Taping and Jointing
3,4 Immediately after installing the Knauf Aquapanel 
Exterior, protect the framework from weathering by  
filling all the joints with Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Joint 
Filler – Grey. Use the Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Joint  
Filler – Grey to fill the gaps between the board and  
then spread it over the face of the board ready to take the 
tape. Immediately embed Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Joint 
Tape (10cm) or Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Reinforcing 

Tape – as specified, centred over all of the joints.  
Scrape the excess Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Joint Filler – 
Grey from the Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Tape leaving it 
just covered.

Cover the screw heads with Knauf Aquapanel Exterior 
Joint Filler – Grey.

Corners are protected by applying exterior basecoat, 
then embedding a corner profile in a similar way to the 
joint tape.

Reinforce window and door corners with extra pieces of 
reinforcing mesh, cut to size 50 x 30cm, embedded into 
exterior basecoat as per corner profiles.

Finishing
Refer to installation instructions from the selected/
specified render supplier, alternatively:

5,6,7 Cover the entire wall with basecoat to a depth of 
approximately 5mm.

Using a tile adhesive trowel create a notched layer of 
basecoat with notch depth of approx 8mm. Return the 
removed basecoat to the bucket to be reused later.

Embed reinforcing mesh over the entire surface. Overlap 
the reinforcing mesh by 100mm at edges. Apply a thin 
coat of basecoat over the mesh and notches just covering 
the mesh and creating a smooth finish. The finished layer 
should be approximately 5–7mm thick and the reinforcing 
mesh should be in the top third of the finished surface. 
Before continuing with the next steps, allow the basecoat 
to fully dry.

Exterior Render
8 Render must be applied in accordance with BS EN 
13914-4:2005, Code of Practice for External Rendering.

Fully mix the renders before applying them to ensure that 
the colour is true right through. Apply the chosen exterior 
finish to each wall area. 

The scaffold around the finished wall must be covered to 
protect from rain or weathering until the finish is fully dry.

Knauf Training Courses
We offer a range of comprehensive training courses at 
our purpose built training schools to ensure the installer 
is fully up to speed with the latest techniques and 
regulations.

Contact 01795 416 259 or visit  
www.knauf.co.uk/training
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Scoring Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Cement 
Board with a knife.

Fixing the boards to the background members.

Embedding Knauf Aquapanel Exterior Joint 
Tape.

Covering screw heads with Knauf Aquapanel 
Exterior Joint Filler - Grey.

Applying reinforcing mesh.Applying notches within basecoat.

Applying finish.Covering mesh with basecoat.
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